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Skills
Attitudes Curriculum

Assessment
Approaches Who are 

they now?
Where will 
they go?



157

137

135/136

• 2000+ students
• 10-13 instructors
• Most 1st time instructors 
• 90% post-docs/grad 

students

Caluulus
at UofT

More applied 
(science majors)

More abstract 
(math majors)



My Objectives for Instructor & TA Training

Develop empathy for 
students

Communicate the 
message: “this 

calculus course is 
different than the one 

that you took”



Our students 
in MAT135 
(Instructor 

Activity)

Write-Pair-Share: 
What words or phrases 
describe the students in 
MAT135? Make a list on your 
own and share with someone 
else. 



Our students 
in MAT135 (TA 

Activity)

Write-Pair-Share: 
How do you expect most MAT135 
students to be similar to you in first 
year?  To be different from you in 
first year? 
Write characteristics on a sticky 
note and post them on the wall.



What should 
our students 

be able to do?

Sequencing: 
In pairs, rank importance 
of skills or topics for 
students in the course. 



Considerations for Instructor Training

Remember 
empathy for 
instructors

This training 
should be different 
than your general 
instructor training

resources context / culture experience of your 
team

your beliefs as 
leader





Faculty draw upon:
• Experience as students
• Experience as teachers
• Experience as researchers
• Non-academic roles



Questions to Ask about Your instructors

How were 
they 

taught?

How have 
they 

taught?

How do 
they 

learn?

What 
other 

roles do 
they have?



simplify by Khalay Chio from the Noun Project

all the things their students

Beginning Instructors’ Focus


